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Research progress on the impact of left-behind experience on
rural children’s long-term development

WANG Yajun' , ZHENG Xiaodong® ., FANG Xiangming'"
(1. School of Economics and Management, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083, China;
2. School of Economics, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract As a unique development issue in our country, the problem of left-behind children in rural areas has long
attracted attentions from the academic circles and public. However, the existing research on the development of left-
behind rural children mainly focuses on the short-term impact, and it is relatively rare to investigate the impact of left-
behind experience on the long-term development of rural children. In fact, left behind not only has a short-term impact
on childhood, but also has a long-term impact on the development in their adulthood. The latter is closely related to the
quality of individual life and employment, and the country’s social and economic development. Based on this, this
study first reviews the basic logic of left-behind experience and the development of rural children, and then
systematically combs the research progress of the long-term effects of left-behind experience on academic
achievement, mental health, employment guality, and subjective well-being. On this basis, this study points out the
possible deficiencies of the existing research in outcome variables, time dimensions, and group differences. It is
believed that in the future, relevant research needs to include urban left-behind children, expand childhood
experiences, and focus on the shift of children’s migration policies. In the context of promoting new urbanization and
rural revitalization. This study provides references for resolving the long-term development of left-behind children and
promoting the accumulation of human capital of rural left-behind children.
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Fig. 1 Long-term impact logic of left-behind experience
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