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Advances and prospects of water transfer from
agriculture to non-agriculture
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2. School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Agriculture & Forestry University, Hangzhou 311300, China;
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Abstract Water transfer from agriculture to non-agriculture (WTAN) is an important policy to alleviate the water
competition pressure between agriculture and non-agricultural industries. For systematic evaluation of WTAN, the
concept connotation, development context, policy impact and assessment and compensation mechanism of water
transfer from agriculture to non-agriculture are systematically sorted, and the enlightenment of foreign water transfer
from agriculture to non-agriculture to China’s practice is then analyzed. The key research areas of water transfer from
agriculture to non-agriculture in the future and its application prospects in China are explored. The results show that.
1) The classification of WTAN is influenced by the demand for non-agricultural water, water-saving efficiency and water
resources management system because of the differences in the nature, duration, location, cost and distance of the
transfer. 2) The policy effect of WTAN has two sides, and most researches show positive attitude toward its overall
effect. The policy effect focuses from the early economic impact to the later social and ecological impact. 3) In the
future, river basins or tributaries should be included in the meso-scale research. At the same time, the scientific and
accurate methods of policy impact assessment should be improved, and a multi-disciplinary comprehensive analysis
perspective should be established.
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