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Study on family life cycle, social capital and
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Abstract Based on the perspective of family life cycle, this study analyses the impact of social capital on farmers’
livelihood strategy by adopting field survey data and using Mlogit regression model. The results showed that the rural
families in Hubei Province had a higher degree of part-time incorporation, and the family structure showed a " spindle-
shaped" distribution. The accumulation of social capital would encourage farmers to choose partial non-agricultural
livelihood strategies. By examining the influence mechanism of social capital, it was found find that there were both
regulating and partial mediating effects of social capital in the impact of family life cycle on livelihood strategies. The
size of intermediary effect was 35. 2% . In order to promote the diversification of farmer households’ livelihood,
strengthen the anti-risk ability of farmers and prevent families at both ends of the life cycle from livelihood risks, the
government should increase human capital of farmers through vocational education or skills training, as well as
strengthen support to farmers’ funds and loans as well as to expand farmers’ social network.
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Table 1  Family life cycle phase and its iconic event

9% BE = A JH 40 B B
Family life cycle phase

b e g

Iconic event

A2 45 U Bt Beginning family
PLFERIBY BX Raising family
7 BB BE Burdening family
Fa i BBy BE Matured family
& 5 B By BE Supporting family
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Table 2 Family life cycle and livelihoods strategy interactive table

A EAEW O BHREM minm Rt R w4t
Livelihood strategy Beginning  Raising  Burdening Matured Supporting Aging  Aggregation
Al B Agricultural 19 55 95 19 41 158 387
AR Partial agricultural 21 54 56 42 38 36 247
He & A Partial non-agricultural 32 147 153 86 77 24 519
JE 4 A Non-agricultural 22 197 144 96 62 8 529
43t Aggregation 94 453 448 243 218 226 1682
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Table 3 The mean of each variable under different family life cycle stage
g e 7 i A 7 E7ie gl piEEe Fat M MR R
Types of capital Variables Beginning  Raising  Burdening Matured Supporting Aging

A NE S BEA I B AR A 1. 049 0.975 0. 964 1.037 1. 045 0. 805
Social capital gross

oA FEAEANBL 11. 660 13.587 12.911 13.593 14.142 9. 009

Social capital A g 0. 606 0.479 0. 500 0.539 0.550 0.527

BT 0.032 0. 040 0.027 0. 037 0.028 0.009

INCEEE SRR 1.076 0. 945 0. 940 1 0. 866 0.164

NI BEAR FBEST 5 0. 968 0.673 0.638 0. 904 0.791 0. 790

Human capital FEEF- A FH ER /4 5.814 5.587 4.737 7.760 5.415 3.535

FEZ 55 L 0.144 0.129 0. 086 0. 180 0.111 0.073

W AR N o % 7 AR /A 0.532 0.239 0.170 0. 340 0.250 0.299

Physical capital A3 B = 1 2/ hm? 6.811 3.064 2.509 3.787 3.287 5.487

H AR HA N 35 %k Hb T AR/ hm? 0.274 0.132 0. 094 0.153 0. 144 0.181

Natural capital M M T AR/ hm® 0.022 0.005 0.006 0.011 0.011 0.009

SREA JRE A7 3R KL 9. 494 9.610 9. 365 9.816 9.533 8.815

Financial capital FIE BT HF R 2.032 2.132 1.955 2.136 2. 096 1.628

P AE JaER 0. 904 0.912 0.911 0. 889 0.927 0. 863

Control variables i [X 2% 7 2.138 2.265 2.286 2.255 1.954 2. 487
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A AR AR 22 O . i P AR BEAR T
HBE NGB B 0. 141 hm? , SCEE N B bk 4 il
BN 0.008 hm? , A K8 3t 17 A 2% S R T N 24 Aol

T AR 2 S o AT R i PR 3 AU AT S L Fe B AL X 25 2
T Y | AR IR b Y b B8 IR B S AR, A
GRREAS T S AT A A i LB SRE B BE R
(PRI e S o S S B R (LRl R S TR
PP R REA BB 900, R P AT s R T 2
e 1 T B B X

x4 TEHRAESHIT

Table 4 Variable descriptive statistics
S R A A A4 X ¥I{H J5 2 R/AMHE SN}
Variable types Variables Variables definitions Mean  Variance Maximum Minimum
Y i B AR i strate 1=\ Bl ;2 =1 7l ; 2.707 1.139 1 4
Explained variable 3= AR 4 =p e,
KR bk — fle 1= 2=P M ;3= AN, 3.426 1.478 1 6
Key variables 1 A=FaEME 5 =WEFR A ;6 =25 Hi A,
KA z_social P Fop A B AR A — e 0.971  0.684 0 3.212

Key variables 2
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AR Y A5 G A L HE % RAME EKRME
Variable types Variables Variables definitions Mean  Variance Maximum Minimum
kin T A AH ELFE AR 19 AR 12.757  8.614 0 35
backer I=FHRmiha T2 2REEAN  0.516 0. 500 0 1
S TN 0= W T2 T8 & 0 2 AR 55 g
Social capital chief 1= F A AT T3 A 0. 030 0. 170 0 1
0=Fh THAE R T A A
Inspend T E AR AT A W S R £ 0. 844 2.788 0 13.816
» f_labour KEEFF N 1/ F e i ANBL 0. 745 0.227 0 1
ﬁiitpiml f_education FHE 5T BBUH AR IR/ R i B 5. 389 2.727 0 15
{ training FIEZ RN R IE BB 0.116 0.199 0 1
Yy 3 BEA f_material GRHE W) T 0% 7 B/ B N 0.261 0.414 0 5.75
Physical capital f_building FIE s 2 B A/ K BE BB, hm? 3.585 2.479 0 325
[ 9k % A {_land FRHE R T AR/ S E BB hm 0. 141 0.213 0 61.8
Natural capital f_woodland FRE AR TR AR/ 5 BE A B hm? 0.008  0.065 0 20
Indeposit T E T FHUT 5L 9.451 1.399 0 11.513
Sl A _ .
Financial capital loan 1=1 AL TF;2=1~5 Jiot; 2.008  0.809 1 3
3=5 1t b
P25 | A h_sex 1= k0= Lk 0.903  0.296 0 1
Control variables terrain 1="F;2=10X;3= KK 2. 251 0. 906 1 3

3 SRiESH

3.1 BEEEAPAER

2 5 SRR 05 25 5, PR AR o A T AR e Y 2SR
JETCIF B A BF 58 1 FH mlogit &2 AL #E 47 [ 15, If: L
A TR W R P R D B A SR B R EAE  S R4
HI 3% 5 AT, 4 Bt 25 55 AR 23 Xk A P i AR T SR w
FEARRLA g AR i A B AL LS 4k 2 AR AR
R BOUNIFE S #B A & A AR Ak, B EH Al
VA 25 55 A R fd . ARTRY [ U 2 SR 4R 4 B4 R R X XU
o (RRR)  H: f SCJR X iy e 73 24 figf e 722 i, 36 6 00
SR H & A I A R RE L T 25 R R L
FEAEREORE Y HA AR IE LF L FRAE R AL
BEZWAR P 5FFE R DA P M, R AR
TR SR W% 1) ME 3 JE TR PR R SR MR AR 19 1. 02 £, 3
$E e A U TR WS 1 ME R R TR B S R R S A R Y
Lolafs, S REMEFFREBE L, RIEHR
ey N T D53 T Rl R 22 L DA RIS B AR A A 55 T
SRR EEN ISR . WE A TR Ak
B XTHBANL 5 Z PR ] I, 1

BAY B e A YR A 70 SR W B4 HE SR o ) S gk
e FER R ME 219 0. 572.,0. 600 F1 0. 394 £, 1,5k
JE VL AT BN B AR 23 f S0 3k PR AR R R S g L O
YRR A A A, Ve 45 7] RE M SR /N R AR AR
W o 3E AT B S BT T AS R T T R R R
867 A, WA b EAL AR 1 R 310 A, SR
A EA WA R 106 A, 5% BCh A MO 1A P ol
30 A, LB AR AR b A R A — 2 B AR P A Y TR
P4 2 B AT T rp BT Sl ) T BB R AR A B H
BT IR T30 ARZ I A 5 J2 0T 30 2356 WL R P
A, X TIRAR S A — R O R P R R A A
FRACE TR B RIHL S AR R LA P 58 2 BB Al
AP B T AR T AT BB I AR P AR AR TR
T 2211 O AR e 2 0 e 7 SR

MR A TR THKE . Fh AR TR LS
58 R TR AR PR E L 2 R AR M AR S I ) HEE R
TR PR AR R SR G ME Y 0. 2 % i ks B e A TR A
Al A T 5 s Kok B B A AT SRS IR R B . BRI A
AT B A P 2 B ) T 3 R A i TR SR e Al
USRI o TR D A R TP A R TR G AR P FE R LY
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MSXRREBA AR E TR E TP
W, MABERKRE  NGERW SR &R
AT 5 NG R B BAR B A PR L L SRl Y
A 7N A B TR W 1) MR 258 2 1 R i R O WS MR
) 0.946.0. 957 F1 0. 945 f% . U B A FE R Y 32
KEYA = T4 7] e 3k £ A Fe A SR ms AR R R AR
R Al Y3 W, o Bl A TSR P ME R e/, AT LA
B GBE G AR WS R R BE AT TG R AR A AR

TR FR) 52 R J2 — B0 A TR R WS — E R
AR FE A 23 0 FR W 41 KN R ) R AE AR
M IX 25 2 U B Xk R e A5 O L B N AE 2 I A
I S EE P A A NS A R W ST R R
T AT AR AT 2 N B8 22 ol 1 A2 I 45 55
TRB A P HEAT T R 08 46 i Il A 2 B A 7 2 s B
DAL B9 % BLIE SRR S8 T AW 50 B B 1, B AL 25 ¢
AR 22 A PR i T A R R A AT RE AU

x5 HEBARWETKRBHZN

Table 5 Social capital’s impact on livelihoods strategy

7 Al 7 e Al C| i
Variables Agricultural  Partial non-agricultural Non-agricultural
0.992 1.014 1.02"
kin
(0.012) (0.01D) (0.012)
0.572" 0.6 0.394"
backer
(0.106) (0.103) (0.073)
0.2 0.718 0.812
chief
(0. 14 (0.296) (0.372)
0.946 0.957" 0.945"
Inspend
(0.027) (0.024) (0.029)
0.336" 0.99 1.323
f labour
(0.139) (0.41D) (0.58)
0. 946 1.051 1. 056
f education
(0.033) (0.034) (0.038)
0.483 1.23 3.25™
{_training
(0.238) (0.507) (1.463)
0. 875 0.68™ 0.319™
{_material
0.1748) (0.127) (0.097)
1.005" 0.997 0.995™
{_building
(0.002) (0.002) (0.003)
1.044" 0.95° 0.552""
f land
(0.024) (0.026) (0.034)
1.04 0.801™ 0.834°
f woodland
(0.066) (0.086) (0.092)
0.851" 1. 066 1.234™
Indeposit
(0.066) (0.074) (0.093)
0.574™ 0. 846 1.073
loan=2
(0.127) (0.179) (0. 246)
0.631° 1.061 1.327
loan=3
(0.164) (0. 256) (0.352)
0. 797 1.212 0. 803
h_sex
(0. 254) (0.397) (0.257)
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A ARl 7 e Ay e A
Variables Agricultural Partial non-agricultural Non-agricultural
. 3.961" 3.463" 3.694"
terrain=2
(1. 842) (1.453) (1.613)
) 2.301" 1.049 2,647
terrain= 23
(0. 465) (0.193) (0.579)
25,191 1.338 0.476
_cons
(19. 245) (0.966) (0.37D)
obs 1682
Log likelihood —1 901.030
Pseudo R* 0.161

TE 5B B S R A AR AR L e oo SRR FE 1096500 .1 00 KT 11 i E

T

Note: The figures in parentheses are the robust standard error, * ,

*% and **x indicate that

the variable is statistically significant at the 10% ,5% and 1% levels, respectively. The

same bellow.
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55 81 77 5 H R B A P 4 T I R e B AR AR
ZEWE . NFIE VP ZHE K KE KV
ZHE KT A P 5 G -3 32 B IKOF R IG
R A PR L 2 48 A e TR R SHfe A TR 5 s ) ABE % 40 )
JEBE B AR S ME R (1 1. 056 FI 1. 051 ffF, MK
Ji& 52 BN ) e ok L S8 E 32 JE DI B o L v 1)
A P55 GBESZ BRI B3 o5 L AR i A PR L BE B
Ak A 7 5 W 11 AE 25 2 0k R A e AU SR A AR 1Y 3. 25
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L o 396 45 2l e TR R e A TR S W 1 ARE 238 i) 2 R R AR
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MAEBE AR GEA R F N b E B 2 gk
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A TR A Ml TR S W 1) AR R R 3 R A TR SR W R 11
0.552.,0. 95 F1 1. 044 % , B0 HA A S48 1w AR 22 (1)
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