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Detection of pathogenicity and mycotoxin chemotypes of
Fusarium causing alfalfa root rot

KONG Qiangian, QIN Feng, ZHANG Yuzhu, MA Zhanhong, LIU Zhilong, WANG Haiguang"
(College of Plant Protection, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract Alfalfa (Medicago sativa) is widely cultivated in the world. Alfalfa root rot has become one of the most
important factors resulting in quality decline and yield losses of alfalfa. To explore the difference in pathogenicity and the
pathogenic mechanism of Fusarium causing alfalfa root rot, 150 Fusarium strains isolated from the samples of alfalfa
root rot collected from Huanghua and Xuanhua District in Hebei Province.,China,among which 72 strains were isolated in
2015 and 78 strains were isolated in 2016, were used in this study. Pathogenicity determination of all Fusarium strains
was conducted using plate method. The DON (deoxynivalenol) and NIV (nivalenol) mycotoxins producing potentialities
of the strains were investigated. And bioactivity tests of crude mycotoxins derived from strain QD3-2 (F. oxysporum) ,
which was identified as NIV chemotype. were performed. The results showed that all the isolated Fusarium strains
induced pathogenicity on germinated alfalfa seeds, but there were differences among the pathogenic intensities. Most
Fusarium strains exhibited strong pathogenicity except F. tricinctum strains and most F. equiseti strains. Strain KD3
(F. oxysporum) ,strain QD3-2 (F. oxysporum) ,strain N6-1 (F. equiseti) , strain N9-2 (F. acuminatum) , strain NT1-1
(F. acuminatum) and strain QD10-1 (F. acuminatum) displayed potential to produce NIV, and there were no strains
showed DON producing potentiality. After fermentation, crude mycotoxins were extracted from strain QD3-2 using

organic solvents. The bioactivity tests demonstrated that the crude mycotoxins had strong inhibitory effects on the
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germination of alfalfa seeds. This study would provide theoretical references for further studies on the pathogenic

mechanism of pathogens causing alfalfa root rot, efficient management of alfalfa root rot and alfalfa production safety.

Keywords alfalfa root rot; Fusarium; pathogenicity; mycotoxin chemotype; crude mycotoxin
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PCR 34K RBE R Y KRR 25,0 pl,
Hrp ddH,O 15. 2 pL. 10 X PCR buffer 2. 5 L,
Mg*" (25 mmol/L) 2. 0 pL,dNTP(2. 5 mmol/L)
2.0, EF B4 1.0 pl, Taq fi§ (5 U/pl)
0.3 L #iH DNA 1.0 pL,

214 %F Tri7F/TriTDON, Tri7F/Tri7NIV 1§~
WAFLF H .95 ‘CAS P 2 min; 94 C A8 30 5,60 °C
Bk 30 5,72 °C4Ef# 30 s, 35 PMIFEH; 72 C 4E fh
5 min;4 CIRFE,

50 % % Tril3F/Tril3DONR  H1  Tril3R/
Tril3NIVF i ¢ 88 & 5 K. 95 °C #iAE ¥ 2 min;
94 °C 78 30 5,58 ‘CiBk 45 5,72 ‘CHEAH 30 5,35
AMEFR 72 CHEAR 5 mins4 CHRAF.

W b1 =) R AT 106 Bt W R A R UK A T, 28
TRAL  5E (EB) G 8 J5 7F 58 A 6 e iR & 48 LANE
1D Ver 4.0 (b 5 F8 8 AL B2 45 FR 2 7D F 0l
EiapiN

R 1 Tri7 #aTril3 £ E PCR ¥ & Er BRI 4
Table 1 PCR primers used for Tri7 and Tri13 amplification

519 FE31(5'-3")

Primer Sequence (5'-3")
Tri7F TGCGTGGCAATATCTTCTTCTA
Tri7DON GTGCTAATATTGTGCTAATATTGTGC
Tri7NIV GGTTCAAGTAACGTTCGACAATAG
Tril3F CATCATGAGACTTGTKCRAGTTTGGG
Tril3DONR  GCTAGATCGATTGTTGCATTGAG
Tril3R TTGAAAGCTCCAATGTCGTG
Tril3NIVF  CCAAATCCGAAAACCGCAG

SR IR T 275 3wk 42].,

Note: Primer sequences are derived from reference [42].
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Wt [ oy 7R o e B 7 #E R 00 TR
QD3-2 7£ PDA VAl 3558 5 d J5 . Rl FH G B8 2 4 1
HURA 22 J5 o A ] TG oK E ) ik B2 2 12X 10° A4 /mL
70 F B VR LR B TR A 10 mL A&

N EAEREE TR HEIE R . 25 C R B IR P
K15 d J5 I E,

W R TR S 1) 22 R B 5 SR B IR R P 38 5T
A W2 £ T o3 v 6, 18 25 48 Ak 2% 32500 A BR 2>
ADEARE 1000 mL, A KQ5200E AU 75 ik i vk
i CEL i M 5 AR A B 7D s 30 min, {15 2R
LT B AR A E R 25 0 A E20 A i ug 0k
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IO LR OTRZE R A I, 1 RS R
A, B TRCTRHEBUR M85 329 Uk 82 H TR 2 T
WA 4% R vk AR 3 W, FEIUE 1 22 kL
FEYIAE TP T R LR CBRAE KR IR T R (9
Brali , [ 24 4 Ak 223500 A BRA B 4% 13k Jr 2 4k 2
W3 KRR B,
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WY R A OS2I S T R I RS O L I
FHiER, R TR RS EE MR
il 2
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b B34 %)/ S BRI & D X 100%
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2 EREHH

2.1 FiINBRAFENFRENESER

UM%k 2015 4FH1 2016 4F43 55 3545 1 4t
TH 150 ARk 46 B 21T SO PRI E f 25 Rk 2 f
F 3 TR . FE 2015 4E T AR A I Pl F6 TR R AR L R T
PRALH F. commune XF Wi & 18 T8 Fi 1 HAT B0 B
97 14 o T KA 1) A TRk 7 AS ) BT o B0 M A7 FE R
WREE R 22 5 (R 2, Forp RS 400 T bk QZ3 B T0
A TR AR N12-1, 2 40 8 96 78 Ak QD13-2 1 B0 1
0 A I 9 D 2 B R v R R R 1) T X 9 1 4R AR
435K 90. 83.82.92.77. 13([& 1), 7F 2016 4F fif 3k
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Table 2 Pathogenic determination of Fusarium isolates obtained in 2015

—— ——— IR N I 4R AL E—— E— FHIRRER/ % TR SR
Strain Strain Average Average Strain Strain Average Average
umber species disease disease amber specics disease disease
incidence index incidence index
KD3 F.oxysporum 100. 00 69. 26 QD18-1 F. solani 100. 00 60. 09
KD4-4 F. oxysporum 91. 40 50. 96 KD7 F. equiseti 100. 00 47.50
NT1-3 F.oxysporum 100. 00 66.95 KD7-1 F. equiseti 74.26 33.75
N6-2 F. oxysporum 100. 00 68. 29 KD7-2 F. equiseti 100. 00 43.75
N7-1 F.oxysporum 100. 00 74.58 KL2 F. equiseti 83. 33 25.00
N11-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 75.46 KL2-1 F. equiseti 65.00 24.58
QD3-2 F. oxysporum 100. 00 73.75 KL2-2 F. equiset: 83.33 36. 25
QD6-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 74.58 KL3-1 F. equiseti 96. 67 54.58
QD8-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 75.83 N1-3 F. equiseti 46. 67 11.67
QD10-2 F . oxysporum 76. 85 39. 68 N3-2 F. equiseti 13.33 3.33
QD11-2  F.oxysporum 100. 00 74. 04 N4-1 F. equiseti 84. 56 34. 06
QD12-1 F. oxysporum 100. 00 74.58 N6-1 F. equiseti 20. 00 7.50
QD13-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 77.13 N9-1 F. equiseti 68. 33 23.46
QD21 F. oxysporum 100. 00 75.00 N11-1 F. equiset: 75.00 22.50
QL3 F.oxysporum 100. 00 72.08 N15-2 F. equiseti 95. 00 32.92
QL4 F.oxysporum 100. 00 75.42 N18-1 F. equiseti 23.77 6. 82
KD1 F. solani 100. 00 75.90 QD2-1 F. equiseti 83.33 20. 83
KD2-4 F. solani 100. 00 70.42 QD11-1 F. equiseti 5.00 1. 25
KD6 F. solani 100. 00 67.92 QD13-1 F. equiseti 100. 00 79.17
KD10 F. solani 98. 33 69. 17 QD19 F. equiseti 96. 67 48.33
KD10-2 F. solani 74.12 39.25 QL22 F. equiseti 100. 00 42.50
KL1 F. solani 100. 00 75.00 QLS F. equiseti 96.67 56. 25
K14 F. solani 100. 00 69.17 QZ3 F. equiseti 100. 00 90. 83
KL5-1 F. solani 100. 00 69.55 N1-1 F. acuminatum 100. 00 80. 83
KL5-2 F. solani 87.32 48.10 N8-1 F. acuminatum 100. 00 80. 90
KL5-3 F. solani 100. 00 66. 25 N9-2 F. acuminatum 100. 00 75.42
KZ1-1 F. solani 98. 33 70.42 N12-1 F. acuminatum 100. 00 82.92
K72 F. solani 100. 00 68. 06 NTI1-1 F. acuminatum 100. 00 72.08
N3-1 F. solani 100. 00 66.67 QD18-2 F. acuminatum 96. 67 75. 83
N5-1 F. solani 100. 00 71.67 QD3-1 F. acuminatum 100. 00 75.83
N5-2 F. solani 100. 00 72.43 QD10-1 F. acuminatum 96.67 68. 40
N6-3 F. solani 100. 00 31. 25 KLX2 F. proliferatum 100. 00 70.42
N7-2 F. solani 100. 00 75.00 N1-2 F. redolens 98. 33 65.00
N15-1 F. solani 100. 00 69.58 QD17 F. fujikuroi 100. 00 74.58
N19 F. solani 100. 00 71.67 KLX1 F. commune 100. 00 75.42
QD4 F. solani 100. 00 67.08 QL2 F. commune 90. 00 76.67
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Table 3 Pathogenic determination of Fusarium isolates obtained in 2016
—— — SEHRIRR/ N B 4R A S —— SRR/ R iR A
Strain Strain Average Average Strain Strain Average Average
umber species disease disease number species disease disease

incidence index incidence index
B1-5-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 76.67 B1-8-2 F. equseti 82.81 21.14
B1-5-4 F.oxysporum 100. 00 76.69 B1-5-1 F. equseti 81.67 21.67
B1-6-3 F.oxysporum 100. 00 78.00 Bl-3-1 F. equseti 73.33 20.00
B1-7-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 72.92 B1-2-2 F. equseti 84.91 22.48
B1-9-2 F. oxysporum 100. 00 72.08 B1-2-3 F. equseti 75.88 19. 39
Bl1-12-3 F.oxysporum 100. 00 75.00 B1-6-4 F. equseti 100. 00 39. 45
B1-13-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 75.00 B3-3-2 F. equseti 91.49 27.54
B1-14-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 70. 42 B1-14-1 F. equseti 72.81 20.77
Bl-14-4 F . oxysporum 100. 00 73.66 B1-10-2 F. equseti 90. 00 35.83
B1-1-2 F.oxysporum 100. 00 75.42 B1-10-3 F. equseti 70. 00 20. 00
Bl-1-4 F.oxysporum 100. 00 73.75 B1-7-4 F. equseti 86.49 33.09
B1-1-5 F.oxysporum 100. 00 70. 37 B1-14-3 F. equseti 72.81 25.77
B1-2-1 F. oxysporum 100. 00 60. 59 B3-4-1 F. equseti 85. 00 36. 67
B1-2-5 F. oxysporum 100. 00 70. 83 B1-8-4 F. equseti 91. 67 34.58
B1-10-4  F.oxysporum 100. 00 75. 00 B1-15-3 F. equseti 87.98 29.19
B1-14-5 F.oxysporum 98. 33 51.67 Bl-10-1 F. equseti 86. 40 31.75
B1-13-4 F.oxysporum 100. 00 66. 25 B1-11-3 F. equseti 88.33 31.25
B1-7-3 F. oxysporum 100. 00 75.83 Bl-1-1 F. equseti 58.33 14.58
Bl-4-4 F. oxysporum 100. 00 72.08 B1-1-3 F. equiseti 100. 00 30. 22
B1-9-1 F. solani 100. 00 72.50 B1-6-1 F. equseti 55.00 14,17
B1-15-4 F. solani 98. 33 61.67 B1-7-1 F. equseti 98. 33 27.08
Bl1-11-1 F. solani 96. 67 67.50 Bl-12-4 F. equseti 84.74 36.01
B1-16-2 F. solani 100. 00 65.42 B1-13-3 F. equseti 88. 33 43.33
B1-13-1 F. solani 100. 00 57.96 B1-15-2 F. equseti 51.67 19.17
B1-12-5 F. solani 96. 67 55.00 B1-16-1 F. equseti 59.91 19.58
B1-11-2 F. solani 100. 00 67.50 Bl1-16-4 F. equseti 44. 04 11.01
B1-9-3 F. solani 98. 33 49.17 B3-4-3 F. equseti 95. 00 25.00
B1-4-2 F. solani 100. 00 63.75 B3-1-1 F. equseti 100. 00 61.67
Bl-4-1 F. solani 98. 33 59.58 B3-2-1 F. equseti 91. 67 43.75
B1-3-2 F. solani 100. 00 44,17 B3-2-2 F. equseti 86.67 25.42
B1-8-3 F. equseti 76.67 35.83 B3-2-3 F. equseti 98. 33 36. 25
B2-1-1 F. equseti 66. 67 16. 67 B3-3-1 F. equseti 78.33 25.83
B1-16-3 F. equseti 66.67 22.92 B3-4-2 F. equseti 100. 00 49. 58
B1-15-1 F. equseti 81.67 25.07 B3-5-3 F. equseti 95. 00 42.08
Bl-12-2 F. equseti 80. 00 20. 83 B3-5-2 F. equseti 8.33 3.33
Bl-12-1 F. equseti 66.67 16. 67 B3-3-3 F. acuminatum 100. 00 73.75
B1-4-3 F. equiseti 80. 00 22.08 B2-1-2 F. tricinctum 83.07 24.12
Bl1-2-4 F. equseti 70.00 21.67 B3-5-1 F. tricinctum 100. 00 58.33
B1-8-1 F. equseti 72.98 18. 66 B1-7-5 F. proliferatum 100. 00 69. 50
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()X IEZH CK; (b) B ¥k QZ3(F. equiseti) Strain QZ3 (F. equiseti); (¢) # ¥k N12-1(F. acuminatum) Strain N12-1
(F. acuminatum) ; (d) B &k QD13-2(F. oxysporum) Strain QD13-2 (F. oxysporum)

B1 MARMEERBRENELER

Fig. 1 Pathogenic determination of several Fusarium isolates

(ETE0k SRR Ry AR OR” SONITE: S(UNEE S0kl
B0 TOUSE 6L 0 W1 & 040 A b T B AT 5 BUe P B 3R
A5 149 A 0 S L FIT = 2 Sl A0 %08 A K 1 Y A o B0
B (FE 3.

Fie BRI [ R 2, % 150 e e 6 17 1) S0 1 I 2
ZER OB EO BEAT T 75 2203 Hr (R 4) 45 R R W
ANTR) B 28 B A T B0 B0 TR AN W) BT AL F
commune | JiE G S 0 Pl 40 L 2 H Bl A0 0% BORs HE
ZME) 2 5 R F (P >0.05); 8 T 4 1. F.
commune , Ji& G A6 0 BOW Pk 5 57 B i A6 i i
EX-% UNVUNUT SOLNEC) e EI R T
(P<<0. 01) 5 = 2 Hi 15 A W e 98 10 B0 1R 455 - °F
Yo s 48 205 B A 41, 23 1 29. 48, 3X 2 Pl ik £ 1
IR B0 1 5 At ol 26 e 9 T ) B0 M =2 ) 7 22 S5 34
K EW B 3 K (P<<0. 0D,

Y G A [ e e 6 TR AN [+ R R S0 1 22 M) Y 22

St X 2 A 4y B AR A 1Y () o e A6 B S TR R R
9 I8 H8 BCHEAT T 7 2250 M. A5 SRR - 66 HR AR
Sl A0 1) F- 357955 155 48 B0 A R B0 M =2 TR 25 R
B TR QZ3 1 B M I w7 B 16 8 B0k
90. 83; T Ak QDI1-1 1y B0 M 5 55, F 95 1% 46 2K
Sy 1,25, 35 BRI A =2 1] i) oms M 25 S R
e 0 P A Y R B AR B1-6-3 ., HL P 249 15 18 Bk
Sk 78,00 BU M R 55 19 8 Bk QD10-2, HOF ¥
T8 EL R 39. 68, 32 Mk it Hk A0 1 O 1k =2 ) 22 S Al
BE - 4995 1 e B8R A o A K v B0 M ik
9 R TR KDL, P B0 6 H8 500 75. 90 5 B0 1 i
55 094 T R N6-3, HOP Yk 16 H8 8 31,25, 9 Bk
B8 TR 60 1) R - 240 1 e B A L TR Bk QD10-1
AH IS 18 37 27955 155 T8 B A, k68, 40, HBUR M 5 1
Bk N12-1,N8-1 Fl N1-1 Z [Al fF 7 i & 22 7 (P <
0. 05) , PR #k QD10-1 Z #hp) HiAth 8 A Bk BUw 7k
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Table 4 Variance analysis results of pathogenicity of

150 Fusarium strains isolated in this study

9 i - X 955 175 45 2
Pathogen Average disease index

F. acuminatum 76.22 aA
F. commune 76.04 aA
F. fujikuroi 74.58 aA
F.oxysporum 70. 85 abAB
F. proliferatum 69. 96 abcAB
F. redolens 65. 00 beB
F. solani 63.71 cB
F.tricinctum 41,23 dC
F. equiseti 29.48 eD

VE 5 20 M R Duncan 37 & 229558 % P oA
[F)/NE S B R 22 5 3K 3 W 3 K7 (P<<0. 05)
ARG F B F R 2 538 8 W #F KT (P<
0.0,

Note: The variance analysis is performed using
Duncan’s multiple range test. In the second
column, the different lowercase letters indicate
the significant difference at the level of 0. 05
(P <C0. 05) and the different capital letters
indicate the significant difference at the level

of 0.01 (P<C0.0D).

ZEZERARZE(P>0.05), 2 B2 H k8 KLX2
FIBL-7-5 1 8 P 22 ) 22 5 AN i 3% (P>0.05),
2 Bk LR METE B3-5-1 F1 B2-1-2 A9 BUR P 2 ) i 2%
Sk F P K (P<C0. 05), R 35 3 ) i & K F
(P>0.01), 2 # F. commune QL2 F1 KLX1 [y
i PE 22 ) 22 S AN B 3 (P=>0.05)

O I 5 25 R e WY T 0k 96 TR X 1 1)
Hasf 3 EABUN T BBUR RS A 2%, B
= 2R S FEL T TR 3 A T S T T R 108 SO 1 8 55 4
K 22 B iR A T A AR 3R B R O 1
2.2 EFHFEYERANERSERALZRNE

EES
i Tri7F/ Tri 7DON, Tri 7F/ Tri TNIV, Tri 13F/

Tril3DONR F1 Tril3R/Tril3NIVF 4 Xt 5] ¥ %F 4>
BARAT Y 150 PRI E 0 Tri7 A1 Tril3 FENHEAT
PCR 4" Mg k& I, 2L A7 6 ki 78 i T @ 5 Tril3R/
Tril SNIVE 595§ 38 th 2545 (B 2) 5 73051 o i b
KD3(F. oxysporum) .k QD3-2(F. oxysporum) .
W ¥k N6-1 (F. equiseti). # N9-2 ( F.
acuminatum) JFE NT1-1(F. acuminatum) ¥ # ¥k
QD10-1(F. acuminatum) , A4 7= NIV B &£ & 11,
REMEA DON BRI w R . P i #E
B QD3-2 JEAT MR RE SR WO 3 R T REA7 29
T P €

bp

2 000

1 000
750
500
250
100

BE SR N 22 B A MR Marker, KD3 (F. oxysporum) |
QD3-2(F. oxysporum) . N6-1(F. equiseti) . N9-2(F. acuminatum) .
NTI1-1(F. acuminatum) fl QD10-1(F. acuminatum) ,

The samples from left to right are Marker, KD3 (F. oxysporum) ,
QD3-2 (F. oxysporum) , N6-1 (F. equiseti), N9-2 (F. acuminatum) ,
NTI1-1 (F. acuminatum) and QD10-1 (F. acuminatum) ,respectively.

2 Tril3R/Tril3NIVF 5| 4 PCR 7= 4 B ik &

Fig. 2 Electrophoresis results of parts of Fusarium

strains by using primer Tril3R/Tril3NIVF

2.3 HAEREMEUENESER

FIH LR £ T8 7 U R QD3-2 [ 4 15 3% 1) 3¢
PR B R A LB 1 SR R TR BT K
AFIIE T B A% U Bk QD3-2 [ 44 15 F= 1 045 (9 4L
R BAEPH 15T, R kRN
34. 4400 W RNy 64. 780, Al WL TE R QD3-2
7 A RE O b T B A B A B A 4 A (RS
P 3> a3 A UL, bR QD3-2 7= A 1 2 3R A
X b B A B AT AR X AR A Rt B
A B A A
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Table 5 Effects of crude mycotoxins extracted from strain QD3-2

on the germination of alfalfa seeds %
b 7 Giy=l [P & - kR i 2
Treatment Repeat  Germination rate Average germination rate Inhibition rate
1 0.00
HAER A
2 0.00 0. 00 100. 00
Crude mycotoxin A
3 0. 00
1 40. 00
HIFEE B
) 2 30. 00 34. 44 64.78
Crude mycotoxin B
3 33.33
1 96. 67
CK 2 100. 00 97.78
3 96. 67

()X HEAH CK; (WM #EEZR A Crude mycotoxin A (¢)Hl# % B Crude mycotoxin B
3 BEEMTFEEXR QD2 MESRABEREHNHELER

Fig. 3 Germination of alfalfa seeds treated using crude mycotoxins extracted from strain QD3-2

3 Hiv5iTit

AW FE X 23 B B LA B YT R sk K H T E A
DX 2 7 AR M A AR A B9 150 BREIE SR TR
PEAT TEORPEIE M TAEW 0T kAT TR
PR R AL 2 BUWESE L O X )™ B 3 bR T AR R R
RPEAT T AW E . 73 B AT 04 9k 40 18 %) i K
4 A o 2 B B0 1 L O HL R 22 B0k 9 T Bk
R BREORE. 6 DR NIV IR A1,
HA ™ NIV 3 208 01 18 s bk R %2 8 DON
BE R AL YRR 52 CAGHL BE 20 A B I
BA B MEIEN . BEA A B T T B 4% i fe
TR 4 EOR BIL R L 0F T v A o ORI e
BEF Ol K e BA B

IR I3 T ARG Bk A4 1R X A 00 A AT R
A BOR T AR EOR PR 55 A B2 S X — S5 R S b
WX 2013 AF R 2014 45 53 88 A L 8 B 1 A A
LMY 7 AR TG A i 11 S 0 T T R A 54 800 P
TE L RAMEL . A MG e O R R 2 oy Ok &
O 2 R R R S A R Y R AR
AR AT T B — o S B 8 BT TR R 420 1 45 b 2 47 B
PRI RE O TR TSR R A RS 0 A
L o 7 1) 22 b o 40 1 () B e b T Ji st — 2B I
T3 8b AEABTTE P T 23 7 Ak 14 B 16 TR R PR 1 U
A AR - LML 20 300 Y S S G e ) S G A
X A AR 04 O P  E BE— 25 F 52 Rl R ]
BT AE AV i 4 B R AL T T b
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A AL 0 B i 1 B £ 7 2 A5 HLAA 7 DON R NTV &
FHWE S UEAT TR, & B 6 BR AL A 7 NIV
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AHIESE o AT 2 A 7 8 R W )R bk AT 2 )
B A AE IO TR PR T R R AR R i/ S A3 b
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B R 50 7AW A )
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