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Research progress on horizontal gene transfer in plants
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Beijing Key Laboratory of Crop Genetic Improvement., China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China;
2. Institute of Cash Crops, Hubei Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Wuhan 430064, China)

Abstract Horizontal gene transfer of genetic materials usually involves intracellular exchanges and crossing-species
transfer, which mainly depend on mediators such as symbiosis, endosymbiosis, parasitic plant, grafting. Intracellular
gene transfer events occur frequently within cell mainly by transferring DNA between organellar and nuclear genomes. In
addition, the boundaries of horizontal gene transfer crossing species are well represented between parasitic and host
plants. It is demonstrated that mRNA can be transferred between parasitic and host plants. Research progresses on
transferring sequence types, direction and mechanisms evaluations based on related genomic and transcriptomic data in
plants are summarized. Firstly, within a single plant cell, mitochondrial genomes generally integrate nuclear transposable
element and chloroplast-derived tRNA genes. Ancestors of organellar genomes have migrated a large number of
functional genes into their nuclear chromosomes. Secondly, crossing-species transfer of plants, large amounts of DNA
(mitochondrial genes, chloroplast genes or transposable elements) and RNA (mRNA) sequences have been transferred
through parasitic and grafting methods. Lastly, the migration mechanism involves DNA or RNA intermediated transfers,
which are either unidirectional or bidirectional. In summary, these progresses provide molecular basis for understanding
the mechanisms of gene migration,and evaluating the functional activity of gene horizontal transfer.
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Table 1 Transposable element in 8 angiosperm mitochondrial genomes

Py il 7 S P4 L/ % JF 5 il 2 E= BTN

Species Proportion Sequence transferred Reference
WA Gossypium barbadense 2.8 LTR ¥ % 5% 5% Bt 7 . Mu-Like 5% T [24]
il AR G. hirsutum 2.8 LTR j¥ 5% 5% 5 6 F . Mu-Like ¥ JE T [24]
# R Cucumis sativus 1.3 5 e e ARk [25]
PEEH 5 Cucurbita pepo 6.4 FEH | copia-, gypsy-like ¥ ¥ 5 55 ) 7 [26]
PO R Citrullus lanatus 2.1 A | copia-, gypsy-like 0% % 55 5 JiE T [26]
JKFG Oryza sativa 13. 4 T [27]

IR IF Arabidopsis thaliana 4.0 T I S5 I A T [28,29]
WK Cucumis melo 46.5 T JE 7 [30]
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PR AN 25 HL A B 2 il 0 RE 0 E 2 A
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1.2 ZHEFIRNERER
1.2.1 Z kAR

P A 0 KB S Y st AR B A AT AR T Ok IR
ARt STy AR B Lok R E T
A 1 o8 TE AT B AH JIG - 2 A (1% 40 T AL S T B A%
AF FAMALAE AR S U E SR S R, R
Die IR 2 e AR R AL 38 FE I kA &
KABRHARYIAE A O 09 5L R 4 g 65 0 1 (1) L EL D)
REFEIN (3~67 ML), FE N Rk it
T AT RACE R B 2k Rk AR T, 4 8B Py
ARV LR RRE T EEF EME R
J& s 5 — B S R R AR et B A
B Wk Y LA . S (R 1Y 3 35 28 A ST s IR G
TR 35 0 s AR AR
1.2.2 &BhatEBHwLBIFEHmTP

T W LR A L R R 5% B8 B A b R — RS
HEAT R R . M) Sk iR B A R R, K
HIF G A DIRe A A B R A E T,

WP o8 JE T 181 25 D] 201 4 D 4 s 4 A A7 1 4t 7 4L
Jetl 3 000~5 000 ASIhBERE R, Lohr 4 S 4 #1
SR ARZ AT 1 700 DNIREFE Y, R LR
A PR 4 TR e A Ao I 38 S AR AL S X — B Be K2 &
2T 1000~3 000 ATREREA A 25 2 000 4~ Ty fig
BRI G A IR R RS B Ay R R . A
T BRI A A G i 13 A B, H N
IR O 445 1k S R S LR 4 16 kb K/h, |
SERGORSED S Zob 1A 5 DR A 1 TR S DA )
Wr A FE R e it Ar b HEEE PR 2H R/ INVE 2 BR L 4548
Lk FmHE, i A R R 20~ 67 AN
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DT B EZEEA Y, My 2 5 a0l
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Table 2 Organelle genome sequences transfer to the nuclear chromosomes
ER T 1] YyFh K/ /kb o7 JF 51 Bl 2k 2 7% SCHR
Direction Species Length Position Sequence type Reference
B IK Cucumis sativus 153.0 B SN P SN R e [25]
‘ W IT Arabidopsis thaliana 630.0 Chr 02 SE L Y 2R AR L P 4] [43]
E XA NP2
Mitochondrion-to-  E kK Zea mays 570.0 Chr 02,Chr 04,Chr 09 4 88 % fi%) £ i {4 3L A 41 [44]
nucleus transfer
K AE Oryza sativa ssp. indica  637.0 Chr 01,Ch 03,Chr 12 %5 130 % M4 kiR £L K 41 [45]
ARG O. sativa ssp. japonica 41.4 Chr 10 B S N SN [46]
EREIFIIEIBER A O, sativa 700.0 Chr 01,Chr 10 % 530 9% i 1 A 25 A 211 [47]
Chloroplast-to-
nucleus transfer MW H Nicotiana tabacum — — Gus [48]
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FEDHA A B T R E R AR W R IR 3
A EHME DNA Al e S H B4 s DI G . &
BRI AL 2] i S 1A 5 PR b A P 80 AR S A A AY
T B N (Daucus carota) 5 D F| 5 (Asclepias
syriaca) R R RN AP AW T LBk T8 A
B

BN SRR S A 1.5 kb GOk AR
B 5] (DcMP) , i T rpsi2-trnV [B] X, B #5115
coxl FEPRFR A3 AU 5 o0 i 2 W < B B R 22 B0 B 1Y
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% B N (Daucus carota) 5 /) F ( Cuminum
cyminum) 36 4 55 (1 it S f Sk AL Y L 5 Ak
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SEAFAE A0 & — A R e sIE W o, BRLHCHE DY 2 7
5 R B AR 7T RE LA 88 5 2K He N ZRL 1A T 7% 3] it ¢
5 non-LTR i % 5% % g ¥ oC /1 A A 2 (RNA
2 At DX AR5 1 P L AE BT A2 T 0rn VS IR L 90 9 D
WEHZ 5 onV B WS 3 7 0l g 1 20 68 4
plorsz)

Kot A4 475 55 5 F 45 (Asclepias syriaca ) 2 RiAR T
BN SRR B 98 KB A7 B 2.4 kb, i
T rps2-rpoC2 BRI A X AL 1 A58 % 1 Lok (R %
WEREE LR rpl2 (81 S5 5 GOk AR b I S 4 1Y )
UEPESR 9200, it S AR 48 DL v 77 7 S B 52 28 L IR i
PR LR BRSO BCRE PR AR ABIL R K 3 [R]
TR A FRWEEBE D,

1.3 MEREFIRNRER
1.3.1 vH&ikER

W 2 A 2 AR ) R A AR I FOG S AR T 3
SRR T 15 AC AT AR 1 i A AR Y L B
A 3 A BE I BT BTR A BT . BT A A L A 8 R S
5518 07 R | Y RHE i 5 55 A A BT LA B R S U
By o (i A7 A L R GBS 15~ 209 AT g
BN AR A R 2 Bt k. 5K

AR TE AL I S A A Ay i PR 3R 38 8 1 4804k R i
A T
1.3.2 FXWM TS AhaLSARINFT IS T

I S R AR Sl — A~ P A A U 40 8 L AR R T
YA TR A ST L S AL 0 AR /N AEE AR R, i SRR
FRREIRF, W FF B ER A T K&
PR I K /N A RS L ol 107 ~217 kb, °F
¥ 152 kb K DRI P & A N R AT RS L A% FE A
HFHEIE 2 500~3 000 4~ 5K o A S A 3k 5 LA
PRI e AY IE H R,
1.3.3 stk A B AT Kt 43 40P

SRR M AR e S R i R B T
B S, A R R Eb X ak R S DR O ok 56
UE 7 K B RS i S A R DX 2 4 4 ] G A% B A
FARFERL AP (R 2) 4 BE AR R A e ik 1.
1.3.4 wt KA EBBLKERT

MR R 5L P 24 DNA - B 28 R (4 3% K 41 1 5%
B, 2/ R AAE 300 JTARFEY . I T R LR 1A 3 [
PRI E] T 128 kb Y 5T 3 K 4L F 81, 53 4k 10
kb Pl 5 A H A A Y . (0 #E 7 H (Santalales) 5%
S} H (Fagales) %™, T8 B 2 ki A b i S5 & R B
KL M HED B3 N R 3 TR ) X 4 Hep oA 1
BERY L 20 (RNA R H (R 3D BERZ N
R EEE AWML, WA P LN T BB
o o MR R 3 O R B A AR — A S 3R R
Catpl [at pA) R FAE

2 FhEkFEREER

2.1 HEHEVNENEEIER

MY S A R Z A %% B il DNA
PR BRI . IR I LR R DNA T 31 %1
Pk B2 DT 11 YO ST B VR
AU, B A R ) 3 A AR B A AT S AR ol 2K
AR AR K 4y 5 E R . FLK BOE H e AF R
SO R 3 5 A M ) — B ST R O 40 M ] A B
L, HGT HFg X 55 &
2.1.1 FE5FAMMRAES I ahF R

A 5 A A A Y 1R 5 RS (8 18 4 T 5 DNA
JP81E RNA JF 31 DNA 4 & 2k A i 4 1k 5 4%
L4 DNAYY, RNA F£ 2 3 & ] mRNA YK
BRBDT ., MM TR SIS RRIRE RS K
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Table 3 Sequences transfer between mitochondrial and chloroplast genomes
LT 1) ) Fl o 5 R LA R JT 51 Fihi 2 %7 Sk
Transfer direction Species Percentage/Size Sequence type Reference
W5 R Gossy pium barbadense 0.8% tRNA,rRNA,IGS [24]
i HE G. hirsutum 1.1% tRNA.rRNA,IGS [61]
)N Cucumis sativus 4.2% H N A& IGS [25]
Pa#i 2 Cucurbita pepo 11.5% H W A& IGS [26]
-4 15T %2 2% i
R VR ST B SR V9K Citrullus lanatus 6.0% FEH K IGS [26]
Chloroplast-to-
mitochondrion transfer W% Vitis vinifera 8.8% HEP (BRI 12 1GS [52]
JKFE Oryza sativa 6.3% FEA R & IGS [27]
W IT Arabidopsis thaliana 1.0% KN BOGER K IGS [28,29]
IR Cucumis melo 1.4% e AR & IGS [30]
ToimAE Amborella trichopoda 3.3% FEIH B LR K IGS [20]
oA RN B ATl # N Daucus carota 1 400 bp &1 X 731 [52]
Mitochondrion-to- LRl Asclepias syriaca 2 400 bp rpl2 exon2 J A3 [53]

chloroplast transfer

A 4 % 31

et & B Ay 32 A B € )R (Tetrastigmas
Vitaceae) [i] Fo 27 48 8 #) K 78 B Bl (Rafflesiaceae) 7K
TEER T — AN RBLAR LN nadl ™, B 5 260K R
atpl scoxl Intron 7E2F 32 5 A AL AR Y 8] 14 7K - ¢
B8] T8 UE ", | coxl Intron B JLF-
RAETE 2R D AT RE IR B B A oK
TR 5 A A M B A AR KRR A DG Rt
(KD, FEMPETHTRHDIT AT
JK 3k (Isoetes engelmannii ) 28 48 5k K 20 4= 2 51 5k
A5 B R4 22 BT A ) A A Rk R A o 29 R 10 AR AR
BT AR A A RO R R B A R
(ar £ 5 Y Y R T4 R . nT 4 ) 25
Wiaf A= 5 75 EAEY LR iR HGT g5 4 1y 2 I8 i
). ATk, B SR YAE N HGT ik 2 278 i
BBk TR I T A BT 6 E T 5 T T A 2ok I
DA RlG T 6 AN [F] ) il Y S R 4 5 DX 2 41
55y B AR SEE 4751 (R D,

0L 25 e 0 K- B JR AR I S i AT . BT 41
(R 7K - B ok 1 A JC TR O A ik PR 2H A 3 5 R
Ab s K A6 BB} (Ralfflesiaceae) 5 % 4 £ 2 € % 8
(Tetrastigma , Vitaceae) [a] . 51 24 B} (Orobanchaceae) Fifr
M K522 (Chenopodiaceae) ff ] 1 % A2 1 22 IR it

P F HGT 44, B[] i £ bl 2 2k 14 35k ] 1
KRR D,
2.1.2 FEL5FAHBEAESFINGFTE

A5 A A0 KOV B SR R RS
] Z R4k ¥ B N 3 45 DNA J¥ 41 K2 mRNA J3
G, 3 R AN R EE R AT R R R AT R AL R
SR AR I DR 2] 35 (R A0 AT AL L A TR ) A RS L 5
TE, R P 5 R b

I 5% A D 484 n 114 32 R 20 508 5 RN A-seq I
Bl &2 I 8 1 K OF- 5 R AR B T Tz 5
TECTT L A P R AR RURE (Rafflesiaceae) 5 4]
4B} (Orobanchaceae) (i 4 A A4 . [, 1 B 4 £&
KRS R 0K 7% 2 o0 5 A W 1) 25 2 R Y 7
M ER (R D,

mRNA KB ETFEMY AL T 5% F
LR IF K i A5 %) T 5684E . H mRNA 78 W & 2 [A]
KT RKE RS, MR R R E
0 I LR A 22 I A RN Y T R S
BRI FR LR R A% L . mRNA %, 5 51 1T
07 0 BEA B i A (FF E > F Al FH A > F )
WA W R KB T AR 5 T IE R
) FEARAE (R 1),
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Table 4 HGT events between parasites and host plants
AP R LY b2 9| J};fﬂij EE BTN
Parasitic plant Host plant Gene transferred Reference
direction
B AER Apodanthaceae T Fl Legumes ZRRARFE N arpl TFEFE [68]
B R Apodanthaceae T Al Legumes, EL# RRARFER arpl ,coxl Intron HE AN [64]
I & 5B} Mitrastemonaceae 73} B} Fagaceae ZRRIAR LN arpl FE-TFE [68]
i &5 ¥ Bl Mitrastemonaceae 723} Bl Fagaceae, B ZRRAREE N arpl ,coxl Intron DHE AL [64]
i BH#} Cynomoriaceae 73} B} Fagaceae, H.# RREE R atpl ,coxl Intron HE T4 [64]
8l Lauraceae L1 Fungi ZRLIRIE N coxl Intron AR [64]
W 46 Fl Hydnoraceae H.7# Fungi kiR A coxl Intron AN AT [64]
%% 4Bl Lennooideae H.H Fungi BRI coxl Intron IR [64]
Wil 27 4= Viscum scurruloideum — H.J# Fungi LR RS coxl Intron S YN [69]
KAEFFL Rafflesiaceae A AR T R I LRRLIREER arpl A Ak [68]
Tetrastigma, Vitaceae
RAEFBL Rafflesiaceae A B EE I R S RALRE nadlbc aF E-arA [62]
Tetrastigma , Vitaceae
KAEH B} Rafflesiaceae H. 7 Fungi kiR N coxl Intron bhsk AR [64]
RIEEFL Rafflesiaceae AR R R AT AREEER L2 A RIS aF E-arA [73]
Tetrastigma , Vitaceae
JAe A Rafflestaceas G IE T B 16 BRI IE L 10 AR ERIE %% [75]
Tetrastigma, Vitaceae
KAEF R Rafflesiaceae kLY== (Y I TR IER 15 A B IEE F E -S4 [57]
Tetrastigma, Vitaceae
87 H Santalales H. W Fungi PR E A coxl Intron Ak AR [64]
187 H Santalales 2% Fern LRI N nadlb-c ymatR FH—-ZFF [79]
31248} Orobanchaceae EHiJ& Plantago ZRAREE R atpl HHhE—FF [63]
524 J@ Phelipanche 5248 Orobanche g R rps2 W [71]
31248} Orobanchaceae # B} Chenopodiaceae M2 AR L] rpoC2 HE G [72]
%1 248} Orobanchaceae +FEFl Brassicaceae 1% F N SSL K E>2E [77]
5|24 & Phelipanche TRl Legumes %I albumin 1 HE-F4 [76]
KNOTTIN-like gene
M 4 Striga hermonthica AKAFR} Poaceae 1% F KN ShContig9483 HEFHE [74]
#2% Mosses TCAR Amborella trichopoda &4~ Z R (4 5 F 4 FHE-FE [20]
2% Green algae Joih#s A. trichopoda AL AR I P ] FHE-FE [20]
3% # H Oxalidales TR A, trichopoda ARRARSER A R B SRAR [20]
187 H Santalales ToihkE A. trichopoda A 2R L R 41 N AR R B T E [20]
523 B Fagales Joih#s A. trichopoda e A 2L A B DR 20 R AR R B FE-FE [20]
B JFF Ricinus Toih s A. trichopoda A LR AR I R 21 I AR R B HAE>FHE [20]
421 Cuscuta pentagona Wi J& Plantago ZRRAREE N arpl FE—-FF [63]
w22F C. pentagona EHiJ& Plantago R EE R atpl satp6 ,matR HE—-FFE [78]
wm22F C. pentagona B} Legumes 1R A albumin 1 HE-FE [76]
KNOTTIN-like gene
421 C. pentagona +FZ1E R} Brassicaceae % H K SSL HE->%F4 [77]
22T C. pentagona LB IT Arabdopsis thaliana K mRNA R[] 4% 32 [67]
221 C. pentagona Zhin Lycopersicon esculentum — KiE mRNA kS [67]
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5 RNA AR R AF 5 B A SOk, (H 2
R N NN A L e R L 2 Y NS
BIAHE] TR AT ENAE N E TIF
B RNA g7 58 R By DNA /- § 15 58 3
fF AR AE RE R 5 A Bl TE ik 2 [A) Y Ak AT
AR - A S s |l el 1 WSS AN S G
BT 2 R AR RHE B % B Y (ShContig9483)
FNF MY M P ZEE TN S T, 3 mEA
Poly A & NN RNA A5 1 K P 5 8 447
(RO, B FEESFAEMED A kA KRB
mRNA W LY 48R T HGT SHfF7E RNA K
T EMERIRS .
2.2 BENSHNERRER
2.2.1 HHITHB AN E

I BRIz N T B A R B AARL )
AR, BPRERVLEMY AN TIRERG S AU 2
& DNA Jr Braki 5 56 H8 1) i ¢ R J5k DR 43 7 160 2 7 A
BT KRR, BN S LR RN 2B &
T N TR B8 1 AR A5 B 96 I, 31X AT e 5 I 4% ik
9 1 0 0k R SR B VDA OC . AR TG IR 2 IR SR AR
BERZ L BR T A AR R R Z AN KR RS SR A
SRR AR DR 20 AR AT RE R O IR R A R R AT S8 AR
OS2 A
2.2.2 IRBEA I 6 HUH

WM A E LT TP ZH 3 4 HGT #H
PEE RO IR B A T 1 K OF- 56 88 0k S T8 23 DA O
IRy ) T 22 ) & A 5 TR A il A 5 A A8 RN O A A4 i
%) 0 48 X 2 O B8 1 v A T e 2 o i R) o 22
FEEs L R I 3 R G T LA A A K T 3
RS Rk
2.3 HEFKEED
2.3.1 #p@¥F

T g T (Transposable element) 52 — 2% 71 3%
3 AE7E AT i B B i DNA J 5100 R4
FERE A, B R 10 43 ok Class 1 Fl Class [ A

NS O R R 3 i 5% E 7 (Retrotransposon)
MO RNA AT 09 55 DL I 5 e HL ) B H 5 3
AFE R A KA S 0 I, RO R
(Transposon) , B 4% 38 &8 “ 5 -4l 05 7 6 Je . AN e A2
FHEHEAMEE .
2.3.2 HRETRFHHER

g A 1~ T 3 Ao KV RS AR )R (8] HEAT IR )
JoT (AR 1) SE L o AEL ) T B B JRE T KV e RS T s
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MHEA 26 MEFAIES 5 T 32 K Class |
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