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Abstract Local crop residue management policy plays an important role on promoting its comprehensive utilization,
reducing the abandoning and burning of residue and protecting environment. In this paper, According to the related
literatures searched in this study,a total of 122 provincial policy documents on crop residue management released from
2003 to 2015. The number of published policy documents is correlated with the production of crop residue, but not
positive correlation relationship. On one hand, although crop residue policy documents exhibited large variation between
provincial governments, all local governments have paid more attention to the residue management. The policy
documents accounted for 41% of all the residue files on prohibiting residue burning in field are enacted strict financial
penalties to the responsible person. On the other hand,in order to reduce the burning of residue, and promote resource
recycling utilization, the local government of Tianjin, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Shanghai, Jiangxi, Shandong, Guangdong,
Jiangsu etc. released the residue utilization planning and related solution separately. A variety of policies to encourage
comprehensive utilization of residue such as returning to field, making power and biogas, and producing animal feed
were implemented. The high subsidies are offered to promote residue utilization technologies in Tianjin, Hebei, Jilin,
Shanghai, Anhui, Henan, Chongging, and Sichuan province. In this way, crop residue is not only used by farmers

consciously, but also promotes industrialization development of residue. The key point in eliminating residue burning is
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not in “banning” but in “finding the new way of utilization”. The local governments need to summary the present
problems,and then establish the rational and effective management policy for comprehensive utilization of residue
according to the local conditions,in order to promote appropriate residue utilization technology.

Keywords residue; biomass; bioenergy; biogas; feed; policy
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Table 1 Policy documents of crop residue established by provincial government from 2003 to 2015
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Table 2 Subsidy policies for comprehensive utilization of crop residue published by provincial government
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Note: The provincial subsidy policy document whichhas not yet retrieved is not included in this table.
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