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Influence of environmental awareness on

environmental-friendly behavior of farmers:
Exploring the moderating role of community environment

HUANG Wei-hong, QI Zhen-hong™, WU Lan-ya, HU Jian
(1. College of Economics and Management, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China;
2. Hubei Rural Development Research Center, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract In order to find out the influence factors of farmers’ environmental friendly behavior,correlation analysis and
hierarchical regression analysis were used to examine the influence of environmental awareness on environmental
friendly behavior based on the survey data of 403 households in Chongging. Rural community environment is introduced
as one regulated variable and the moderating effect of the community environment on the relationship between
environmental awareness and environmental friendly behavior was investigated. The results showed that. The
environmental action skills and environmental behavior attitude of farmers both had significant positive effects on their
environmental friendly behavior; the environmental public service and environmental policies’ implementation in the
community displayed significant moderating effects on the relationship between environmental awareness and
environmental friendly behavior. Corresponding policy recommendations were put forwarded: 1) Strengthening the
propaganda and encouragement of environmental protection to train the farmers’ attitudes to environmental protection;
2) Increasing the popularization and application of environmental friendly agricultural technology to enhance the farmers
environmental action skills;3) Creating environmentally-friendly community atmosphere to urge the farmers’ adoption of
environmentally friendly behavior.

Keywords farmer; environmental awareness; environmental friendly behavior; community environment; moderating
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Table 2 Reliability and validity of environmental awareness scale
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W X)) i ]
TS 0.772 Stk = 5 PR SR 0.758
Environmental action skills
TG F A B 0.695
RIS R 45 L (X)) 0. 635 X DL ZS 2 I 58 175 G 0.722
. 000
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e F AR 25 RUAR Y AR 7 O7 R T ke 38 BRI 0.724
WP R E XD y
" e 0.665 0 i T ¢l B 0 K T e 0. 632
Environmental behavior attitude
B ) G QR R B R 0.599

R E/ A HE G /dD =2, 673, R & 98 45 (CFD = 0. 937, 84 R 4F M98 45 (GFD = 0. 948, 3T bl 22 1 J7 i

(RMSEA) =0. 065,

Note:Chi square test value/degree of freedom(y?/df) = 2. 673, comparative fit index (CFI) =0. 937, goodness of fit index

(GFD =0. 948, root mean square error of approximation(RMSEA) =0. 065.
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Table 3 Reliability and validity of the community environment scale
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. . AR b BN S8 3 0. 267
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i y?/df=4.569,CFI1=0. 81,GF1=0. 851, RMSEA=0. 094,
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Table 4 Reliability and validity of environmental friendly behavior scale
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