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New trend and implications of agricultural cooperatives in North America
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Abstract Based on the systematic analysis of the data from the agricultural cooperatives in North America, the
developing trends of the New Generation Cooperatives and Limited Cooperative Association were studied. The results
showed that through a series of organization system innovation,agricultural cooperatives in North America extended the
industrial chain and enhanced their market competitiveness. They adjusted the basic regulations and accepted the
investment outside the system,and protected the interests of patrons by improving related mechanism. These successful
experiences would be good for Chinese farmers to do some similar reforms to their cooperatives, such as absorbing
external investment and extending downstream of industry chain for enhancing their competitiveness in the market.

Chinese farmer cooperatives should also perfect the governance structure, earnings distribution system and coordinate
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the relationship between patron members and investment members.
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