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Abstract The experiment was aimed at investigating the relation between age and production characters in Inner Mon-
golia white cashmere goats. The measured parameters o cashmere included such as the weight, length, hair length,
fibre diameter and stretched length, ratios of cashmere to hair weight, cashmere rate. The results showed that there
were significant differences ( P<0.01) between the ages and cashmere weight , length, guard hair length, fibre diame-
ter and stretched length. The goat of two years old produced much more cashmere, longer length and fibre stretched
length, 655.01 g, 6.18 cm and 9. 80 cm respectively. The weight, length and fibre stretched length of cashmere pro-
duced by the goats of 2 to 4 years old ranged from 655. 01 - 596.89 g, 6.18 - 5.82cm and 9.80 - 8. 77 cm respec-
tively. However, these parameters declined by 21 % - 31 %, 11%- 13 % and 17 % - 22 % respectively when the goat
was older than 5 years. The fibre diameter o cashmere at one years old goat was only 13. 794 m, but increased to
15. 21U m at 5 years goat, Guard hair length of cashmere at 3 years old goat was 18. 11 cm, and then declined from
17.91- 17.58cm at 6 years old goat. but increasedfrom 17. 96 - 18. 19 cm when the goat was older than 6 years old.

There were not significant differences ( P> 0. 05) between the ages and ratios of cashmere to hair weight, cashmere
rate. In conclusion, the suitable age for producing cashmere o Inner Mongolia white cashmere goats was 2 to 4 years.
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