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Abstract A variety of Marek’ s disease virus (MDV) lymphoblastoid cell lines have been established. The MDV lym-
phoblstaid cell line, MDCC-MB1(MSB1) were treated with 5-azacytidine (5-AZC) and resulted in demethylation of MDV
DNA and the increase in mRNA from certain portions of the MDV DNA When MDV DNA was digested with Dnasel , new
bands appeared and the increases in mRNA from these portions o the MDV DNA were detected by using southern and
northern blotting hybridization. These results suggest MDV DNA transcriptional activity was increased by demethyla-
tion, and the methylation of MDV DNA appears to be one o the factors associated with the repression of thanscription of
MDV DNA in the lymphoblastoid cell line, MSB1.
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