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Effectsof L ow L ight Intensity on Sweet Cherry
Fruit Setting and Qual ity

WulL ankun HuangW eidong Zhan Jicheng
(College of Horticultural Sciences, ChinaA gricultural U niversity, Beijing 100094, China)

Abstract To study the effect of low light intensity on fruit setting and fruit quality, shading
treatment was applied on limbs of seven-year-old sveet cherries (Prunus avium L. cv

Hongdeng) by using different materials to reduce light levels to 70% full sun (FS), 48%,
30% and 11%FS during the whole period of fruit growth The effect of different shading
timesw as al® evaluated by treating Imbsw ith 11%FS during three stagesof fruit grow th

The follow ing resultsw ere obtained: the Imbs shading had reduced fruit set, fruitw eight,
SSC and anthocyanin content in fruit compared fruit on unshaded shoots T he shading during
stage I had the greatest effect on reducing fruit set and fruit quality, while shading during
stage III had the least pronounced effect Itw as concluded that stage I isthemost sensitive
stage of the fruit grow th to low light intensity stress
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