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Oviposition Behavior of Cabbage Butterfly Pieris rapae
and its Affecting Biological Factors

Wu Wenwei Chen Jianxin Song Dunlun Guan Zhihe
(College of Plant Science & Technology, CAU)

Abstract  After the female cabbage butterfly alights on a plant, its oviposition behavior is
determinated firstly by sensoring the features of leave surface on its fore tarsi. Then the con-
tact by abdomen-tip of the females may play a role in deciding the appropriate parts for
oviposition. The butterflies lay eggs singly on their host plant leaves and distribute more on
leaf back than in leaf front. Despite of contacting occassionally with tomato or tobacco, they
never lay eggs on them. Cabbages intercropped with tomato or tobacco may reduce the but-
terflies to lay egg on them, and the conspecific eggs on cabbage may also affect egg-laying,
but both are not statistically significant.
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