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SOME EXPLANATIONS ABOUT “NENG SANG THI YAU”
(“ESSENTIALS OF AGRICULTURE AND SERICULTURE”)

Wane Yue-Hu
Summary

One of the most important literature of ancient Chinese agriculture is “Essentials of
Agriculture and Sericulture” (B SR#RML), edited by the government at the early stage of Yuan
(3C) Dynasty (in the late of 13th century). However, there are controversy about the chief
editor and the year of the first edition. The author of this essay, based on comparing different
records and studying historical situation of that time, affirms Chang Shi-Wen (HBEF3L) was
the chief editor and the 10th year of the reign of Kublai-Khan (1273) was the year of the first
edition. Through prudent analysis of its style and contents, it can be pointed out that the
book was intended to serve as a farmers’ reading and merely for practical use. The book quoted
16, mainly 7, special works with definite purpose and limited to crops, horticulture, animal
husbandry and sericulture. In quoting earlier works, the editor consciously rejected all super-
stitious traces. This marked the stage that Chinese traditional agriculture began to step toward

science. At the end of this essay, the author gave explanation to the various editions of the
work.

1) 2, “FHYTZNe, Y AT B EIHIE B, HETEER”, IR EFE, R
FERH BT R ED &Y

2) R HBEQ LGS A BEA AT AEECEE A, WA 30K, bk BT, BEEORIE LR
B, AR EAT, iRk, EEATE B UM, HERELER, MERREER
BRWAELET RBEMHNA, FaRERA MK,



