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Clone and expression of AGO!1 gene and development-related
miRNA in apple(Golden Delicious)

LU You, MA Chao, MENG Dong, LI Tian-zhong"
(College of Agronomy and Biotechnology, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract As the internal component of RNA induced silencing complex, ARGONAUTE(AGO) protein palys an important
role in all known small RNA-directed regulatory pathways. In this study, the target cDNA clone of AGO1 was isolated
from library prepared from Golden Delicious using RT-PCR technique. The cDNA was 3 234 bp ,and would encode a
protein of 1 078 amino acid with a molecular mass of 119 ku and theoretical isoelectric point of 9. 41. The protein
contained 2 conserved domains,PAZ and Piwi. Quantitative real-time PCR analysis revealed that Md-AGO1 was higher

in flower and fruit than leaf. The aboundance of detected decelopmet related miRNA were positively correlated to Md-
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AGOT1. Md-AGO1 and miRNA may regulate the plant growth and development together in apple.
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BRI KT KR 5 12 miRNA & BRI
WA . KT miRNA U] J8 FE A ) A K K
T AE TP 80T IZ 05T W miR156 4 #4246 bk
AWML T smiR160 7/ B IE M F A &
SEP A A s miR164 5 48 % & AR 25 i Ay
K smiR172 5 i P45 APT J& K 8 5k AL B
45 miR319 AT B o 4 i 240 M 73 52 k) i 1) 25 o
L EO A . H AT C miRNA g K
WF5E R 22 4 h e 400 I MK R S5 R U R Tl 5 3
RAFLURS AN EWRM L IERLET EHAK
KM Beoh s RAAEY T miRNA T4 77 i
B EL IR L TR T I D R A
7 R g e LA AR A B A SR A AR O
BRI R H k2 . miRNA BIhfE ZREE & H A
A Tl AR T 18] 2 325 1) R0 ol LA DA SR e Oy R
FEFIGRAT I 2 SRR e A S i e B L
F¢ miRNA Q)i 552 2R 7 — 77 1Al LA & A
K miRNA P4 AL A9 F 98 R 55— J7 | A] R
AT 30 R 01 2 Tl A et A% 13 IR i g S SRR 5
i T o

AW FE A E I 58 LAY 32 2R 0 A Rk TR 4
B e Gl A E B T R G AT TR
WA F I AGOL FE L w3 TR AGOL 2N
2K 4K MAAGOL il o 520 2 & PCR R 5
R A AR A AHOE miRNA FE A [A] 41 2 iy gk 22
5o I X miRNA RS 5 rp  #8 58 R R AT H00 R
MdAGOL &1 5 miRNA 5 #5359 R KR A
FEHIIPE R & A2 0l ik miRNA PEAT 392 4L 5 52 dh
3P g 25 AT o3 IR 8 AL B K 30

1 #HE5RHIE

L1 ###

SR BCE Ol K e B S
R A [A] BB A5 R B 2 AR AR 52 W
R AR5 ¥ AR — 80 “C B AR I 7K 46 o i
&M .
1.2 AGOI EEAMENMEREEZI MR =IE
1.2.1 #¥EREA AGOl kB eg% T

EE 2 MO IEN AGOL JE [N AT %
E:— & F ] PFAM Ml Chttp: / pfam. sanger. ac.
uk /) X3 SR A KL R 20 3 1y B AT 45 A 0 A AR AR

SRR IR 1) R 1 S A A R T S A gAY PAZ A
Piwi 543000 8 B 5 — & I NCBI %4l B T 2057 21
A2 CDS 741 K 3 B 91 SCHF Al R M
Blast £4 e SR J5 LA T AGOL %k [ 7 471 £k
74 Blast (1e-003) $# 4. 1 i K P17 0 25 2R i
1834 M Perl #7258 52 5 91, T A 45 2R 15
F /] PFAM,SMART } NCBI-CDD % %5 [ i 43 #r
THRPEATE B850 5. MR A8 T AGOL 1 4
WLk 43 2 2 % J¥ ) (MDCO16112. 100 F0
MDC017371. 127contig) » £ H X & BLIX 2 457 41 [F]
PR B, BRI — 4507 81 (MDCO017371.
127contig) #E47 J5 22155 .

1.2.2 ‘“27&’AGOI 2R &%

CTAB & #2 B * 4 5 " o b & RNA, % B
DNA J5 2 8 TAKARA J2# 5185 £ (D6210A) ik
11 cDNA WG . A4 S0 A5 20 19 5 51045 5. it
HE B REMED Y AGO-F.: 5'-ATGAGTGG-
ATTCTTTGAGTTGT-3", AGO-R:. 5-ATACT-
AACCGACAGACATCTAAA-3", L “ 4 ik - A
cDNA it 17 PCR §" 5, PCR 7 ¥ 28 B JIg bl
BEIE MW )5 3% 45 B pMDI18-T 84K )5, % A K
P DHS o P HCBH P e B 3% E g A T T .

1.2.3 AGOI AR ay R 3| 54 B & G K &R

FI A NCBI Mk Chttp: / www. ncbi. nlm, nih.
gov/gorf/gort. htmD) B AGO! 35 8 7F 1 1 B A »
14k T. B Expasy(http: // expasy. org/) 43 ¥ AGO1
HEH T A LA A E R K, TMHMM K
uhi Chttp: / www. cbs. dtu. dk/services/ TMHMM-
2.0/)43H1 AGO1 FE H B X, SignalP M ¥4 (http:
/) www. ebs. dtu. dk/serVices/SignalP/) i ] H {5
S ik, PFAM (http: // pfam. sanger. ac. uk/) 43 #t
AGOT HHA B REHE . F| F§ MUSCLE [ 3t X 37 2R
AGO1 HH MM IF AGO E [ %k vt 17 5 91 1
XF L FEF ] MEGAS 1 @ kel . 3E A A U5
K Fil 4B 4% 75 (Neighbor-Joining, NJ) . & % £ ¥«
Bootstrap 4 1 000 X,

1.2.4 miRNA & £ %

F#; miRBase(http: / www. mirbase. org/) {
miRNA J7 51, #| 1] 25 35 5] 9735 38 B © 4 7 39 2R
miRNA, H 50w 7 SR 7 AR AR 52 i 4l AT %
Fr DNA J5 19 £ 1R & B & {X (Nanodrop ND-
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() ZE 305 | W) kAT e S M 00 e s B, HE 35 bp
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Table 1

miRNA reverse transcription and real time PCR primers

miRNA

55514 Reverse transcription primers

E 5|4 Forward primers

miR156
miR157
miR159
miR160
miR164
miR166
miR167
miR168
miR169
miR172
miR395
miR396
miR403
5srRNA

GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACGTGCTCAC

GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACGTGCTCAC

GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACTAGAGCTC
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACTGGCATAC
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACAGCATGTG
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACGGGGAATG
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACAAGATCAT
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACTTCCCGAC

GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACCAGGCAAG
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACGTGCAGCA
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACGAGTTCCC

GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACAAGTTCAA
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACCGAGTTTG
GTCACATCGTATCGTGAAGCTGCGCAGCTGATGTGACTGGATTGG

TGCACTAGCGTGTGACAGAAGA
TGCACTAGCGTGTTGACAGAAG
TGCACTAGCGTGTTTGGATTGA
TGCACTAGCGTGTGCCTGGCTC
TGCACTAGCGTGTGGAGAAGCA
TGCACTAGCGTGTCGGACCAGG
TGCACTAGCGTGTGAAGCTGCC
TGCACTAGCGTGTCGCTTGGTG
TGCACTAGCGTGTAGCCAAGGA
TGCACTAGCGTGAGAATCCTGA
TGCACTAGCGTGCTGAAGTGTT
TGCACTAGCGTGTTCCACAGCT
TGCACTAGCGTGTTAGATTCAC
TGCACTAGCGTGTAGAGGAACC
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SERCEE R AEFIR S8 RNA g AT 4l il
I Bk DNALSRJG 480 1 g (20 R 3 1 I 2 438
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JEI L L 47 . f# ] BIO-RAD CFB-3260G
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mix, TOYOBO) #ll i& miRNA [ k&, % 2 W
A #E AT, 10 pL RN R R A4S dd H.O
3.8 uL. . FiF 514 (10 pmol/pl) £ 0. 2 pL.
cDNA i #r 1 pL, SYBR Green real time PCR
master mix 5 pL, 28 & PCR K 44 K. 94
THASPE 30 5,94 CAEME S5 5,55 CHMES 5,72 °C
FEAfR 20 s, PEF 40 5,94 C 1 min.50 C 30 s 2
J5 0.01 C/s W 5LAE 5, his i th 2. A H]
27 M miRNA A F k00,
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CTAB BRI R &0 M i 18 R I &
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MdAGOI 5[5 1) 52 0 28 1 3R 38 40 07 H cDNA f %
Z: M TAKARA R SRR G 7. Bh 9o i @ it
PCR 8| ¥ AGO-qF: 5 -TAAATCAGTCAGGTT-
CCCGCT-3", AGO-qR: 5-GGTGGAGGTCTTT-
GTCAGGTA-3", %t ik L.

2 HZREHH

2.1 MdAGOl M5 F 5|45

DL 45 H cDNA R A5 R R AR S 1k 51 9
AGO1-F fil AGO1-R # 17 PCR ¥ 84, | J¢ 45 '\ 3
B H O —1> 3 4F 540 bp J# 41, A0 & S fh #1248 11 %
W PP P HE S 3 234 bp L 2 A 1 078 A2 Kk
M. ¥R AGOL EH S HA MBI 10 4
AGO E AKX 1T Z 57 5 LR 45 8 & 5 2R
AGOL1 EH S AtAGOL I e (78. 98 %) , F
S AS BIF 58 X I 1Y) A I i 44 O MAAGOL . $0 25
F R4 F ik 119 ku, B8 % i 5 (PD Ry 9. 41,
PFAM ¥ E ki & B, MAAGOL &4 2 R 5F
4 45 44 35, PAZ(413-550 aa) fil Piwi(703-1024 aa)
gEF (D,

MVRKRRTELPSGQSSESHEPAGGHGSQRAPERTPPQQQGAGNYQ
GGRGPAPQGGRGGYGGGRGGRGVPQQQQYGGPQEYEQQQYGGPQ
EYQARGRGGPTQQGGRGSYGGGRGGVGRGGPPSPGGPTRPQFPE
LHQATPVPYQGATHQVPYQGLTSPPVYVGSSSSSQPPEPSEVAE
QLAVLTVQQESAPSQAIQPVAPSSKSVRFPLRPGKGSTGRRCTV
KANHFFAELPDRKDLHQYDVTITPEVTSRGVNRAVMEQLVTLYRE
SHLGKRLPAYDGRKSLYTAGPLPFLSKEFKITLTDDDDGPGGQR
REREFRVVIKFAARADLHHELGLFLQGRQADAPQEALQVLDIVLR
ELPTSRYCPVGRSFYAPGLGRRQSLGEGLESWRGFYQSIRPTQM
GLSLNIDMSSTAFIEPLPVIEFVTQLLNRDVTHRPLSDSDRVKI
KKALRGVRVEVTHRGNMRRKYRISGLTSQATRELTFPVDERGTM P}\Z
KSVVEYFYETYGFVIQHAQWPCLQVGNQQRPNYLPMEVCKIVEG
QRYSKRLNERQITALLKVTCQRPHDREQDIIRTVRHNAYHEDPY
ARKEFGIKISENLAQVEARILPAPWLKYHDTGREKDCLPQVGQWN
MMNKKMVNGGKVNNWICINFSRNVQDSVARSFCNELAQMCYISG
MAFNPEPVLPPLGARPDQAEKALKTRYHDAMTKLRPOSKELDLL
VVILPDNNGNLYGDLKRICETDLGLVSQCCLTKHVFKMSKQYLA
NVALKINVRKVGGRNTVLIDALSRRIPLVSDRPTIIFGADVTHPH
PGEDSSPSIAAVVASQDWPEITKYAGLVCAQAHRQELIQDLFKT P'VV'
WODPQRGTVTGGMIKELLISFRRATGQKPQRIIFYRDGVSEGQF 1 1
YQVLLYELDAIRKACASLEPNYQPPVTFVVVQKRHHTRLFANNH
NDRNAVDRSGNILPGTVVDSKICHPTEFDFYLCSHAGIQGTSRP
AHYHVLWDENKFTADELQSLTNNLCYTYARCTRSVSIVPPAYYA
HLAAFRARFYMEPETSDSGSMTSGAPGRGGMGGGMGPRSTRAPG
ANAAVRPLPALKENVERVMFYC+¢

1 MdAGO1 S EBF I REME SN
Fig.1 Amino acids alignment and domain of MdAGO1

¥ MAAGOL & [ 7 51 #1480 5 36 B 41 b i
AGO EH P HI i 1T R G LW 43 #r . 25 R R 3
MdAGO1 5 AtAGOL 78 3 G #F fb A b b F 3830 1)
5 3 BB B AT Z 18] [l R M A (L 2)

HE SR B KM 23 B B0 25 2R 3R B MAAGOL 11
RIER P 5 HA B i SR KM SR K KU 2K F
B 7K X (B 3) o 185 245 ) R {5 5 JIK 43 7 91000 %
MAAGOL # I AN £7 75 5 8 45 1 5 A5 = K, #E
MAAGO1 # & — R R 7w RKPEE .

—
19 MdAGO1

g [ e

45 AtAGO3

. AIAGO9
AtAGO10

. el AIAGOT

[—AIACO4

1+ 47 L_______{::::::::AIA(;O6

65 AtAGO8

B2 ERERHET AGOZEAN ARG H AR
Fig. 2 Unrooted neighbor joining phylogenetic tree

of AGO in apple and Arabidopsis
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Fig. 3 Hydrophobicity/hydrophilcity analysis
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A Gt R SR T s g B 5 R AR A O 1Y T
B 5E 55 SA N E O B g b D) e A
TR BRI TR By AR I BT . AR R0 A5 3 00 58 0 TR
L DI RE T 0 00 H0 S TR R 22 g i 7 SR R F- miRNA
T 2o Y X B e SR R ) 2R Gk DT R R A 1Y
EKKE

45 4 %0 miRNA 8 35 PR (7% 350 00 i 4 56 [ 7 400
BT SRR AR W 0 A R AT 40 B £ miRNA 7E
EREE M AE EEA UL LA I 0E - 08 A
YIS B T S B, W miR166 8 ] HD-ZIP # 5%
P %5 5 T IR sk Bk & R Se 3E R,
miR172 i it ¥ AP2 SEH B ER T ET
Z S5 YR N A& A I miR160 Al miR167 #f
B ) A K 2 1 B . miR159 19 35 K F 3% GA
FER 25 A SR R B 10 miR403 1)
AW AGO2; 2 5 (5 5 5 g 5= Q0
miR164 P4 NAC I H 5 5 % S &g mnt &
miemEE™" .
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Table 2 Prediction of miRNA target in apple
iRNA A A, A #3551 R
Target site Target protein Gene function
miR156 MDC000565. 206, MDC000760. 247, MDC000760. 256, MDC001075. 119, Squamosa J& # T #5:HF
MDC002074. 373, MDC003581. 248, MDC007399. 176, MDC007988. 188, #Z5&EH A i
MDC008000. 235, MDC008031. 166, MDC009541. 244, MDC010428. 318, & HEMBIIE
MDC010428. 318, MDC011842. 339, MDC013580. 195, MDC015520. 219, ZEM
MDC019519. 287, MDC022241. 434, MDC022546. 57, MDC022628. 321,
MDC038184. 5,  MDC002441. 399, MDC004319. 233, MDC007657. 477,
MDC019224. 77, MDC007657. 477, MDC002621. 233, MDC012217. 482,
MDC018442. 71, MDC018690. 154
miR157 MDC000565. 206, MDC000760. 247, MDC000760. 256, MDC001075. 119, £HIEH E P
MDC002074. 373, MDC003581. 248, MDC007399. 176, MDC007988. 188,
MDC008000. 235, MDC008031. 166, MDC009541. 244, MDC010428. 318,
MDC010428. 318, MDC011842. 339, MDC013580. 195, MDC015520. 219,
MDC019519. 287, MDC022241. 434, MDC022546. MDC022628. 321,
MDC038184. 5, MDC002441. 399, MDC004319. 233, MDC007657. 477,
MDC019224. 77, MDC000394. 210
miR159 MDC003459. 361, MDC005081. 699, MDC006048. 444, MDC007814. 144, MYBZE; 5T
MDC009250. 269, MDC009430. 318, MDC011193. 361, MDC011193. 509, £ 4 k/J & k& (ol
MDC011566. 500, MDC015052. 82, MDC015178. 403, MDC017733. 199, [ Bl ;
MDC019662. 161, MDC020913. 219, MDC026449. MDC008976.153  TCP %4
RNA % & fiff
miR160 MDC015910. 528, MDC020082. 231, MDC020082. 233, MDC021168. 418, & iy Jij [ F iR T
MDC003302. 375, MDC005153. 453, MDC009317. 375, MDC015992. 380,
MDC021367. 355
miR164 MDC019151. 253, MDC012442. 263 NAC RiEHEH 5T
miR166 MDC001760. 86, MDC012450. 285, MDC019868. 259, MDC029725. 34 HD-ZIP EH BT
miR167 MDC002798. 552, MDC006026. 285, MDC011446. 235, MDC015051. 52, He K 2 i T HEET
MDC015374. 161, MDC016665. 144 MADS-box % 4 EReEC
miR168 MDC011509. 322 HINEMFEHEEN HEHT
miR169 MDC001494. 456, MDC003479. 331, MDC005094. 389, MDC007341.182, NFYAS #%F ST
MDC007341. 194, MDC009782. 580, MDC013811. 288, MDC021069. 92,
MDC022885. 46, MDC008409. 121, MDC008409.
miR172 MDC001582. 391, MDC007034. 256, MDC008430. 332, MDC010058. 302, APETALAZ2 % fi #FHETF
MDC010472. 239, MDC011946. 319, MDC015050. 276, MDC017644. 159, %X
MDC020608. 143, MDC023006. 33, MDC024416. MDC029091. 9,
MDC029352. 13, MDC029352. 33
miR395 MDC003846. 249, MDC003846. 250, MDC003846. 250, MDC010785. 280, ATP i L ST
MDC003768. 152 HETEA R
ZESAEA
miR396 MDC003523. 387, MDC012167. 224, MDC016069. 205, MDC017731. 273, GAMYB#Z54EH #H3EHF
MDC011181. 611, MDC012167. 224 PR E A WS
ATP R  RNA Ui
i TV it
A it 5, R AL
miR403  MDC002523. 549, MDC013737. 148 AGO2 miRNA 254
F-box T
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Fig. 4 Total RNA extracted from different
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Fig. 5

Expression analysis of MdAGOI and miRNA in different tissues
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R M R Rk E R, 25 miRNA 7E4 H
LUrp A —E RSB HAZERE R, Hd miR159,
miR160, miR166, miR167, miR168, miR169 A
miR396 7E 7% 2H 4 p R A B 1 258 . /R B AT ] fig
X SR B 4B AR SE R A AR R R 4R AE L
miR160 75 AL it FR SE v R AR A Ry (X AT BE
FORFETF AR B 25 H R R A G . miR160,
miR166 Fl miR167 7& M H v 2 35 %0 55, miR156,
miR159.miR160 F1 miR169 7 £ i & ik & A0 X %%
B, miR156, miR157 ., miR167, miR168, miR395 #
miR403 & 7F 3 J R 90 rp 3k 5 85 . miR156,
miR157 . miR159 . miR169 1 miR172 ¥E M F v 1) 3=
KR BAL T, X 2 miRNA TR R 2 5
RE W, FEAEFR T 250 miRNA 3R 35 &A1
2R K (H R miR164 . . miR168. miR172. miR396 #
miR403 75 7E L 5E i (1 3 5K 5 W b i T AR AR 5 4
Mk 26 miRNA A e 2 5 R Ik & ML

LA AT 5 B BR miR160 S 58 33k K
T8k H A miRNA B fr 3255 & U] A T AL
RILMAAGOL fEAE R LRk & & TR
MdAGOI 5 miRNA LK B2 EMHRLKR,
3 3

R4 HETEFHY miRNA 58 R WF 35 15 %
i AR R Z 058 S h TE U R T SR | R A
R AR R, H 3 A PR 2 miRNA 1)
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