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Comparison of Three Methods for Measuring
Soil Moisture in the Field

Gong Yuanshi Li Chunyou Li Zizhong

(College of Resources and Environment)

Abstract The soil moisture is measured in the field by time domain reflectometry
(TDR), neutron probe and soil sampling, The results showed that the measured values
are different. TDR measurement is most accurate among the three methods and much
more stable. In addition, a method by the use of TDR combining with soil sampling to e-
valuate the soil bulk density in the field has been developed.
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80 AEAX B SMFF i I B B 4 2 4 4% (Time Domain Reflectometry, fij #% TDR) # & 1 1%
7K45r, TDR AWM E LK FERBFBEA LRI LSRRG, ML | B YL H
HBHBTRERS KR B TERARE R . EENE SRS EECR YW E LN
SKBEMHERFEZ M, E X 8N ERIR RS,

2 SCH4E TDR LWs K550t 5 L e g A b AU B 9 0 8 45 SR AT o 88E , 24T

SHITEHRESR(EKEM LR KR =R MEYFE, 3424 TDR B4 455
MELMNENITE.

1 HigEiKe

RBEPERLREFREFRET. TR HEGH L T KEE 15 m,1 mt 2L
PR AR BRI AR E AR EE LS E RS AT 41 Trase-TDR fIEH
RN IRo T T2 # 503DR B 71X,

1.1 TRSAKERNE

/MXTERH 4 mX 6 m, TDR HéH4r 5138 FHHAY 5,20,40,60 cm 4k, /MX I R4
B, AP UME LN KE, PFOURLBBRES 5N 20,40,60 cm 4k, FL&aW
ER TR 5)R 0~10 cm,15~25 cm, 35~45 cm,55~65 cm, 3 5E BI/MX P9 AL 1
m ik B R FK M5 E HERHERE 5,24 hWE2 S B TDR. P F UL a5 E M
EREN LW KEME D, LERHMEERAEABENTFHE. B—KMEEEHEE
B, BHHERHA A A= EREME. MPEE—R I mX 1 m BRATHES
EHRATRGRIE.
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(B 2),PFHEES TOR HFEHUERR 1 m 24, RAME —ER 2 #1T, WM H AR
0 8 BEAR L 1 €

2 GRIH

2.1 TMESARBESEROLR

mE 1 R, TDR EHBFEFELEENS LGRS KR, FTFHBHRPFEL
RE—EHENNERTE RAEANREHERBERAHSKE, THENENLEERS
KEFULMY L RABRBIIERESKE,0~10cm L EAERHN1.42,15~25cm +BEH
HH1.59,35~45cm L EHE N 1.63,55~65cm L ERE N 1.52, 1 TDR . pF{LE
(NP ET#EGCAETNEELWEKBERAE 1.

BT TDR MIPFUBREMEM I MEESKE, FUNMEERBE  ELHRER
AEABKE, ARERRZGFT . EENZKBEAK B, TDR P FAORMEREA
ARXHMSE. MM ERREHE BEEXERIB, XEERH T WKS=Z
AR IELY.

%1 TDR.:4E AP FHANP)LR LS KE cm’scm™?

5 cm 20 em 40 cm 60 cm

H #
TDR SA TDR SA NP TDR SA NP TDR SA NP

1995-10-06 0.316  0.318 0.330 0.319 0.326 0.328 0.329 0.333 0.324 0.328 0.330

10-07 0.308 0.310 0.327 0.324 0.320 0.324 0.329 0.331 0.321 0.326 0.328
10-08 0.281 0.292 0.324 0.324 0.315 0.325 0.318 0.328 0.319 0.324 0.325
10-09 0.276  0.265 0.320 0.318 0.312 0.320 0.314 0.327 0.316 0.320 0.321
10-10 0.284 0.276 0.316 0.320 0.308 0.317 0.321 0.325 0.312 0.318 0.320
10-11 0.277 0.261 0.315 0.310 0.306 0.318 0.312 0.323 0.311 0.310 0.320
10-12  0.276 0.263 0.316 0.315 0.307 0.316 0.316 0.322 0.310 0.300 0.317
10-18 0.268 0. 254 0.308 0.298 0.299 0.315 0.310 0.316 0.307 0.295 0.309
10-23 0.265 0.256 0.306 0.298 0.290 0.309 0.310 0.310 0.301 0.292 0.303
10-27 0.248 0. 246 0.297 0.296 0.287 0.292 - 0.295 0.308 0.286 0.290 0.299
10-31 0.261 0.250 0.297 0.295 0.288 0.292 0.298 0.308 0.285 0.292 0.301
11-06 0.256 0.260 0.292 0.291 0.283 0.288 0.299 0.303 0.281 0.28% 0.297
11-13 0.250 0.231 0.289 0.286 0.279 0.286 0.282 0.298 0.279 0.278 0.291

TDR. P FRMLEEMMEEREFE—ERENNRE, ER=MITEMEHERA—
BTAWAERRE. B—, ZFENE S KBRS L REEEEA 2, BEX TDR
BREMENRRAAE 4~5 om WE L MO S KR LEAENERE L RREERBAKF
HEKE, MM H 35~45 cm U 40 em LH S K& TR FHUME W §KBIFRREY
THUEB NS KBTRE BN 10~15ecm EH). B, LEERA=ZAEEZHF
B{E, M= 6 LA RER, W L BB E G R 5 55 P07 IR 0 I RE 45 R 7 A Y R
X.
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56 b B R b K ¥ F # 1997 4E

REMTEEARE (R 2). BRE 5 cm 46 TDR 35 140453 R2E R 0. 003 9
~0.005 8 cm®rcm ™, FHMXHRE 1. 28% ~1. 2%, FF 5 L& RS IHRE Y
0. 006 9~0. 007 6 cm®+cm™*, FE X WE 2. 30% ~2.58% . EML, ALY, E—BEH
E/KBTEEN,TDR M EHEER THFMNE. X2 5cm & TDR 54550 EHM
HiRE KA RETTER B TRB LR R REHEN BT,

#&2 TDR.¥FNE L45% M X 1 thim £

5cm 20 ecm 40 cm 60 cm
TDR TDR NP TDR NP TDR NP

m H

B3t RE /cm3cem™® 0,009 4 0.0039 0.0069 0.0045 0.0076 0.0058 0.007 6

EHHITME /Y% 3.66 1.28 2.30 1.47 2.50 1.72 2.58

B 3 A 4 2 5% R TOR M P FOEMMES RS LERMNESG RO B SE . L1
B[40, TDR 35 LM EHRBRE D, THF RS LEaENEEA BRI,
#-HR T TDR RUE S KBMEEES TH 0.
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TDR M5EH LIRAK R (cm’ - coi”) PFRMEN LW AR o0’ - o)
M3 TDR 5r4#MZERUAE He FFIRELEENILERMAA

2.2 THREKRNELSROILR

F§ TDR AR FAREH 1 m REIFK R L8 (E 5, R HFARITENNESRE
R, HERE ARFUNESRH KRN, PTFELRFFINRELEHEE L NS
BERY /N RS , 7E R 08 B & K R DAV BE S K R R I R AR R AR O,
R E R EE K RN AR —ENRE P T RNERERKNERR EAF
58 20 cm &b T AW R 4, T I 30~100 em Absh XYM E TR 20~100 cm REEH
Bl KE, A5 5 TDR MEHY 20~100 cm TR K B, P& 2 618 2 7 0 B8
A 6). BT XFRTEREN 1 m LA AREROEERERTTFRERTKE
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MEREAFE. B, 10 APRAFH—FH/W,EKEK 5. 7 mm, A TDR YeHI8H
0~100 cm L R/K BIEN 5 A W0 & R He, 0 o F X 0 8 45 R R A me B, L8] TDR )
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1995-10-12 FF{H K ¢/d

H 6 TDR fod F A% M 20~100 cm
TR KEHILEK

TRAER T EMEAYERRZ —, A LGERN B LRERSKETTH T RER
FAKER, LAEMENAE. HEEM T REETHAENNE, RIEMEMER, TR
K. HFEREELR LRI PARSKBSERSKEZ W, TDR SE7E H 8 B HR &
TRERTKE, BN, TTH TDR &8 LR EERBLRAE, U 40em L EHHH
TDR 51N SR RENLREENSE 3.

%3 TDREASI4ZMEHNAOcm + ELRAE

MR #4814 K & (TDR)/cm® :cm 3 ERSKR(EHE)/gg™! A E/grem®

1995-10-06 0. 328 0. 202 1. 62
10-07 0. 324 0. 202 1. 60
10-08 0. 325 0. 195 1. 67
10-09 0. 320 0.193 1. 66
10-10 0. 317 0.197 1. 61
10-11 0. 318 0.192 1. 66
10-12 0. 316 0.194 1. 63
10-18 0. 315 0.190 1. 66
10-23 0. 309 0.190 1. 63
10-27 0.292 0.181 1. 61
10-31 0.292 0.183 1. 60
11-06 0. 288 0.183 1. 57
11-13 0. 286 0.173 1. 65
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32,5 cm,20 cm 4bF1 60 cm 42/ TDR 54 LM EH LRARSHFIIERB MR E
MAEMLBERLE 4. MRAXATEARENINFERRBEN, XHiLHT TDR ¥
SELRHIEGLE.

k4 TARBERAGENEESANELARER I

B’ E (d/em) TDR&A L EMERR /geem™? HRNEEMNAER /grem™?
5 1. 45 1.42
20 1.61 1.59
40 1. 63 1.63
60 1.52 1.52
3 &g

% g5k R0 TDR e & | &K &ed, - F(Cf TDR ME 4 RBE , T
tEEHTRALWKSNERERE, MEHNBEAE. —HTENMELERT —ER
BEHmE, MU LR SR YRE, TDR REREWBRFHFOOE. AP FNXA
TDR ®EHRH 1 m LA KBEE WEEREK, HEERBEETHPFHUAERRN
EERETHHS KR, TWHPFHUNE 20~100 cm LEHEKES TOR MEHBER
K. B TDR 44 LR UNE L AR, SHENRTRIN L NFBELYS.

B BRRKHE ICT A48 4t Trase-TDR K5 MEAX .
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