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A NEW FEEDING STANDARD FOR DRAFT HORSES

J. S. Wu
(Dept. of Animal Husbandry)

Summary

The present paper gives a short but analytic survey of current feeding standards for draft
horses, and draws attention to the fact that while these differ to a marked degree among them-
selves, none gives a really satisfactory account of the amount of food to be fed a working
animal on the basis of a given definite amount of work. This is presumably due to the lack
of a simple, adequate unit for work, but the case is rendered the more acute by the employ-
ment of such units as the foot-pound and the kilogram-meter, which entail millions of units
for a horse working several hours a day. The natural unit, it is proposed, is the horse power-
hour, which is very easy to gauge because the number of working hours can be registered while
horse power is related to body weight. On this basis, it has been possible to devise a new standard,
one based on the fact that the most suitable allowance is one Soviet feed unit for one horse
power-hour of work, a result which the author obtained after testing out the various old stand-
ards. Popov’s standard, the one in current use in the country, is shown to be totally inadequate,
as it assumes a net efficiency of from 60 to 166%, as against only one of 459/ in the new standard.

The new standard gives the normal horse power to be expected of an animal on the basis
of its weight; which, when multiplied by the number of working hours, gives the number of
feed units required. It is thus very easy to calculate, and added to the maintenance allowance,
yields the total daily requirement in question. For maintenance, however, the standard of Popov
is retained, as it seems to be the optimum one after a comparison of all the standards, and
further is in agreement with the minimum standard of Morrison.



